Distribution of hepatitis C virus serotypes and duration of infection in HCV infected subjects from a geographical area in Southeast Italy.
Hepatitis C virus serotypes and the duration of infection HCV positive subjects from a restricted geographical area in Italy, were evaluated. HCV serotypes were determined by Murex serotyping assay. Serotypes were detected in 592 (88.0%) of 669 samples. Type 1 proved to be the most frequent (48.9%), followed by types 2 (29%), 3(4.5%) and 4 (2.1%). The transmission of HCV 3 and 4 were observed only in the past 20 years whilst those of other types were recorded during 40 or more years. The results support the view that the prevalence of different HCV types of infection in one restricted geographical area may be associated with the source and duration of infection.